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Summary Reaſons, humbly tendered to the moſt Honourable Houſe of Peers 
1 by ſome Citizens and Members of London, and other (ities, Boroughs, Corporations, and Ports, againſt 


the new intended Bill for Governing and Reforming CORP OKATIONS. 


lrſt, this Bill deprives all Cities, Zoroughs,Corporations, Ports of England and Wales (8. times particularly named and comprited in the A of Oblivion and Indempniyy)with all their 
Magiſtrates, Officers and Members, of the common benefit, pardon, grace therein intended, and equally granted to them, as well as to other Subjects, without diſcrimination, 
by the Kings Moſt Gracious Majeſty, who in his ſucceſſive printed Meſſages, Declarations, Speeches to the laſt and preſent Parliament, hath folemnly promiſed in his own 
Royal Perſon and Miniſters, and conjured all his Subjects, and this preſent Parliament in their proceedings, moſt religioully and inviolably to obſerve the fame, and eve- 
* ry part and branch thereof, without the leaſt infringement: By reviving not onely the former marks and names of diſtinction bitween his Subject: but alſo the memory,infamy, 
oach and puniſhment of all their formerly remictedand forgotten Crimes, even unto the un- magiſtrating, diſ- officing, dif- tranchiling and di(-membring of them in the reſpective 
Cities Boroughs, Porte, and Corporations where they live, to their own and their Poſterities obloquy and diſgrace, even fince his Majeſt ies and this Parliaments freſh confirmation of 
that AR, and his Royal advice and command to Both Houſes 7 Parliament on Monday laft, only to look forwards, but not back io any tbing that was paſt. | | | 
« Sir Edward 2ly, It is directly contrary to the Greet Charter of the of England, made in the 9th year of King Henry tbe third c. 9 ( ſiuce ca: ĩſied by () near forty other Parliaments and ſpecial 
Cooks Pre- Acts) (65) That the Cityof London, and all other Cities, Boroughs, Townes, the Barons of the Cinque-ports, and all ether Ports , ſhall have al their ola I. iber ties and free Cuſtomes, whereof this 
face ro his 2. jg one principal branch, freely to eleò, place and diſplace their own Magiſtrates, Officers, Members, and not to be viſited, jlaced or diſplaced by any Foreiners, Viſiters, Commiſſioners, as is evident by 
Rn. their reſpective Charters, the Statute of 3. Ed. 1. cap. 5 the Cuſtoms of London, and Aſbe his Repertory, Tit. London, Sect. 6. 38, 39, 40, &c. | | 
2. laſtitices 3ly. It invalidates, reſcinds, annulls all the particular Charters of former Kings, and all private Acts of Parliament confirming them, formerly granted to London and other Cities, 
on Mag. Char? Borougbs, Corporations, Ports; which all our Kings by their (e) Coronation Oathe, (and his Majeſty at his late Coror ation) have ſworn to grant, ratifie, and maintain to their Power, 
Ce 9. ly. It gives the numerous Commiſſioners named in the Bill, or any five of them (who are all Commoners ) an ablolute arbitrary power over the greateſt Peers of the Realm ( as 
e Tortles Mag- the Dukes of York and Ormond, the Lord Chancellor, Lord Treaſurer, Earles of Pembroke , Sali bury, and other Lords who are Officers, Stewards, Wardens of ſeveral Cities, Boroughs, 
. Ports, Corporation of this Realm) to remove and diſplace them at their pleaſure and diſcretion, without any legal tryal , contrary to Magns ( barta, their Peerage and privilege of Par- 
is quando liament; And it likewiſe impowers them, or any five ot them, though no Members; to remove and diſplace all the Members of the Commons Houſe, who are Magiſtrates, Officers or 
onarur. cl. Members of any Gity, Borough, or Port, (as divers of them are) notwithſtanding their Privilege of Parliament, and ſo by conſequence to make them no Members of this Parliament, 
I R. 2. m. 44. there being no exception nor provifion for the Peers of Members in this AQ, to exempt them from this new Vifitation. : E; | | 
1H. 4 Rot. Fly. It enables theſe Commiſſioners , or any five of them, joyntly and ſeverally by their Warrants, to ſummon all Magiftrates, Officers and Members ef every City, Corporation, Borough - 
vel. m— and Port of England and Wales, from out of their reſpective Precincts, to what place ſoever they ſhall fie, within the County where they are ſituated, though 20, 30, 40, or 50. miles di» 
of the Kings ſtant, if they pleaſe to call them thither, the Act confining them to no certain place or diſtance : which how ve xatioms, chargeable, injurious it may prove tothe Perſous ſum- 


Coronation, maned, and how deſtructive to many Cities, Boroughs, Ports and Corporations Charters, prohibicing any to draw them out of their own Cities and Corporations for any matter or 


d Ch. 29. offencerelating thereunto, We hambly refer co your L. — ſerious conſideration. 
_ . In- Fly. It authorizeth the Commiſſioners appointed forthe Cities and Corporations of York, Glecefter, Exeter, Briſtol, Nenraſtle, Canierlury, Lircoln, Pool, &c. (which are Coanties. 
_ within themſelves ) to ſummon all their Magiſtrates, Officers and Members to a before them out of the limits of their particular Counties, at any place of the Shire 


t. wherein they are ſituated, contrary to their antient Charters and privileges , the Law of the Land, and Reaſon of the Statutes enacting, (e) That no man ſhall be compelled to go out of bis own 
2. c. $- H. 1 County, for the publique defence and ſafety of the Realm, unleſſe in caſe of Nece|sity, by reaſon of forein Enemies coming into the Realm, (Hor cited out of bis own Dioceſs, ts anſwer any particular offence, 
19 H.8.c. 9. much leſſe then to go out of his own County and Precincts thereof, upon ſuch a ftrange, unneceſſarie Viſitation and Occafion as this, which hath neither preſident nor parallel in any 
| Record or Hiftorie that can be produced. * | | 5 

ly. It utterly ſubvertr, annulls and extirpates the grand fundamental Law of England, the Great Charter, and all Acts of Parliaments, antiently & lately made for the ſecuritie of the 

Subjects Freebolds, Eiberties, Franchiſes, and free Cuitomes againſt Arbitrarie and Tyrannical-invafions;z particularly the Statutes of Magna Charta, cap. 29. 25 Edw. 1. cap. 1, 2. 28 Edv. 
1. cap. 1. and near 40. other Acts of Parliament for confirmation of the Great Charter in w_— „5 Ed. 3. c. 9-15 Ed. Parl 2. c. 5. 23 Ed. 3. c. 4.28 Ed. 3. c. 3. 38 Ed. 3. c. 9. 42 Ed. 

3. c. 2, 3. 2 H. 4. Rot. Parl. u. 60. 20 H. 6. c. 6. the Petition of Right, 3 Car. And the A4 for regulating the Privy Counſel, Sc. 17 Car. c 10. All which declare and enact, (g) That no 

_ * Freeman ſhall be diſſeiſed or put out of bis Freehold, Franchiſes, Liberties, free Cuſtomes, Lands or Tenements, nor put to anſwer for the fame, unleſs be be brought in to anſwer by due proceſſe of Lam, ac- 
3 cording to the old Lam of the Land, or fore. judged of the ſame by matier of Record in due Conrſe of Law, ty the lawfull Tryal and Judgement of bis Peers, and Law of the Land; and if any thing be dane 

Cooks 11, to the contrary it ſpal be void and nought in Lam, and bolden fei errour. Now this Act anthorizeth the Commiſſionere, or any five ofthem, to diſplace, diſſeiſe, out all and every Magiſtrate, 

Rep. f. 99. Qfficer, Freeman, Citizen, s, Member of _ City, Borough, Port or Corporation aforeſaid, both of his Office, Franchiſe and Liberty, ( wherein he hath as abſolute and 
good a Freebeld in Lem es any i „Member o ae ons or other Freeman of England hath in his Lands, Tenements, Offices or Honours) without any legal Proceſſe, original 


Writ, Endictment, Declaration, Tryal, Jurie, Oath of 


þ Raſtal ju- 


_— - = p< Cunning, Wit and Power, you ſpall truly and indifferently execue the Authority to you given by this Commiſſion, without any Favour, Corrupti. n, Dread or Malice to be horte 10 any manner of Perſon or Per- 


2, & 3 Phil. Sc either to the Major pay oo Commis > far County, or to the Juſtices of the peace in their Quarter: Seſſions, Judges of Aﬀize, Kings Bench, or other his Majeſties Courts ac 
e Lor ncellour gland, or 


Snort, f. Arbitrary, without any Rules of Law, to which other Judicatures are confined. , | 
— == Ioly. It gives the Commiſſioners power to deſtroy all the Cities, Burroughs, Corporations, Ports of England and Wales, and their reſpective Charters, under pretext of confirming © 
2 them, For the Commiſſioners or any five of them may put out and diſplace all, or ſo many of their Magiftrates, Aldermen, Common; counſell men, and Members at their diſcretion, if 
720 H. 6, 7, &. they pleaſe, as there will not be left a Competent number to e ect others in their places, according to their Charters, whereby the Corporations and their Charters will be | 
f 3 23- cheic Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament, together with them. A thing of dangerous conſequence, extremely prejudicial to his Majeſtic and the Kingdom, and deſtructive to 
NE Ex- his Majeſties Cuſtomes and Excife, ariling principally out of Gorporations and thelr Members. | | 
tinguiſhment, 11 ly. It puts all Corporations, and their Magiſtrates, Officers, Miniſters, Members into a far worſe Condition, in ſome reſpecte, then if no Ad of Oblivion and Indempnity had been 
0. 30. paſſed by his Majeſtic and the Parliament; For if they had been queſtioned for any offence for which they ſhall now be Diſplaced & Dil · franchiſed. either by a Quo Farrente, Indictment 

or Proceedings in any Court of Juſtice, they ſhould have had a Legal Tryal by their Peers, a Liberty to Challenge their Juries, (who are Judges of the matter of Fat 2 
them,) the benefit and advice of Counſell, all juſt and legal Exceptions to their Indiftments, Preſentments, Declarations, and Witneſſes produced againft them upon Oath face to face, . 
with rhe benefit of their own Witneſſes upon Oath, for th: ir Vindication and Acquittal: of all which they are totally deprived by this AQ, and left only to the Commiſſioners arbitrary 
diſcretion and mercy, without any legal defence of their Innocence and Loyalty too. | | 2 
12ly. The paſſing of this Act, as ic is altogether needleſſe in reſpect of its reſtoring part, ſince all Magiſtrates, Officers and Members of Corporations,formerly ejected for their Loyalty, 
cock 11. re already reftored, or may be reſtored upon requeſt, or by a (1) Writ of Reſtiintien in the Kings Bench, without the help of this AQ ſo the removing part, muſt needs revive the memoryx 
Rep. f. 58, 99. and Examination of former injuries, and ſtir up new Diviſions, Contentions, Factions and Parties, botk , etween the Commiſſioners themſelves, and the Magiſtrates, Officers and 
wm Mat. 12.35, Members of — City, Burrough⸗ Corporation and Port, dividing them one from and againſt each other, to the great diſturbance of the Publique Peace, (m) their own raine,the diminution © 
ot his Majeſt ies Revenew, decay of Trade, obſtruction of the Free & voluntary Supply now granted to his Majeſty, and fruſtration of thoſe pon, gracious, healing, uniting'ends en- 
preſſed in the 47 of Indempnity and Oblivion : At the beſt it will prove a remedy far worſe than any diſeaſe it pretends to cure 3 and this one Preſident of meer Arbitrary power and pros 
ceedings, made by a Parliament of Englend, againſt the Franchiſes, Liberties, Freeholds Privileges, of all Cities, Burcoughs, Ports and Corporations in Englend and Wales, and — 
Magiſtrates, Officers, Members, may in after ages prove fatal and deſtructive to the Inheritances, Franchiſes and Freeholds of all the Nobility, Genery, and other Freemen of En 
who may be ved of them by like Arbitrary Commiſſioners and Proceedings, without any legalTryal or Conviction, if they conſent to this new Bill, and io the Promoters of is,agaialt * 
— _ 2 7 to _ —— Barrougbs, Corporations, Ports, who made them Freemen, and entruſted them to maintain their Liberties and Common Utility by cheic beſt Counſel © 
and Advice, eſpecially in Parliament. : 25 ; | — 


AU which we bumbly ſabmit io your Lordſbipr gr ave and prudent Conſiderations, for our own, and the Ring and Kingdoms publique benefit, fe fety and tranquility, ũ 4 


. 
* 


J. doubting of your Faſlice, ner of his MajeHies grace and grodneſſe fir our relief in al the premiſſes, agetuſtthis BU, ſo fatal is all aur Citixs, Burroughs, Gorpores 
0... tions Charters, Liberties, Tranquility, Fuity, and proſperity. J - oe OS 


ILIMI . 1990 


